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About the project

Project Acronym: WBC-RRI.NET

. . Embedding RRI in Western Balkan Countries: Enhancement of Self-
Project full title: L

Sustaining R&I Ecosystems

Grant no: 101006279
Type of action: Coordination and Support Action (CSA)
Project start date: 01/03/2021
Project end date: 29/02/2024
Cordis link: https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101006279
Project website: wWww.wbc-rri.net
Project coordination: University of Novi Sad

WBC-RRI.NET fosters the application of Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) at the territorial level
in five Western Balkan Research and Innovation (R&I) ecosystems and promotes a multi-level
governance framework for steering R&I in the Western Balkans (WB). Although WBs have improved in
terms of R&I performance, research and innovation efforts should be further enhanced.

RRI principles act as enablers to the shared learning and diffusion of R&I governance innovations at
territorial level, including Smart Specialization Strategies (S3) in the WBs. The framework is based on a
‘smart directionality’ approach. R&I planning and S3 strategies have the potential to be characterized by
an RRI-driven open and inclusive approach, entailing a comprehensive stakeholder involvement and
engagement with a focus on citizens’ participation. One part of the project’s approach operationally
addresses Province of Vojvodina (Serbia), Kune-Vain-Tale ecosystem (Albania), Republic of Srpska
(Bosnia and Herzegovina), Country of Montenegro and Skopje planning region (North Macedonia), and
activates the embedding of RRI into so-called ‘anchor activities’ locally. Another part of the project aims
to work on a regional level and establish a network of like-minded science managers and scientists who
come together to jointly promote RRI in three different working groups:

1. Gender and Ethics

2. Science Education and Public Engagement

3. Open Science and Open Access

Key aspects of the Working Groups

e We aim to support R&lI efforts in the Western Balkans for bridging the remaining ‘gap’ with
other European regions and to support an inclusive way through active participation of all
quadruple helix actors.

e WBC-RRIL.NET is an international project funded by the Horizon 2020 programme, but Working
Groups shall be sustained after the project ends. The network is a group of like-minded
professionals who want to support the inclusion of RRI in the science system in the region,
joining on a voluntary basis.

e The WGs aim at building capacities and developing innovative ways of connecting science to
society. RRI principles act as enablers to the shared learning.

e WGs are led by a core group of people and are open for others to join at any point.

1. Gender and Ethics, WG1 — Andjela Pepic and lldiko Ipolyi
2. Science Education and Public Engagement, WG2 — Desiree Pecarz and Ivana Knezevic
A This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 3
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3. Open Science and Open Access, WG3 — Adam Brandstetter-Kunc and Snezana
Smederevac

How to join the WGs and their activities

e Fill the survey and let us know about your interest:
https://survey3.zsi.at/index.php/112533?lang=en
e Below you find an overview of the current state-of-play of activities that have been co-created

among some of the working group members. Other members are invited to join in (or to create

their own activities).

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreement No. 101006279
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1. Creation a map of existing institutional open science repositories in WBC

Title of the Action Creation a map of existing institutional open science repositories in

Objective -

Background °
[}

Plan of Action

Expected outcomes

Other involved .

WBC

Responsible Person(s) Snezana Smederevac, Goran Stojanovic¢ (UNS)

Timeframe Starting February 2023, launch June 2023, promotion (and updates)
until the end of the project

To have on one place the list of trusted open science repositories in
the territories covered by WBC-RRI.NET project
To have easy access to these open repositories and to increase the

level of their usage

There is no web page which collect the links towards the

institutional open repositories in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia

The level of usage existing institutional open repositories in WBCs is

not at the desirable level

Desk research: To delegate 1-2 members of the WG3 to collect
the links of institutional open repositories in the territories
(February 2023)

To engage IT expert or NCDIEL to create additional page on the
WBC-RRI.NET project with the list of the above-mentioned
collected open repositories (March 2023 — April 2023)

The test this web page and all links (May 2023)

The have functional web page, publicly available and ready to
use (June 2023)

Promote the mapping and analyse KPI of number of visits to
these repositories or number of uploaded publications or raw
research data at these repositories (up to the end of the WBC-
RRI.NET project), updates in case needed

New web page with the list of institutional open repositories at
WBCs

The short report about the status of related KPls

WG3 members
Interested partners members of the WBC-RRI.NET consortium

Web designer (IT expert)

Persons/Administrators of the institutional open repositories at

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreement No. 101006279
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WBCs
Activities and results so The mentioned phase was successfully completed last year, as well
far as 3.1. Since there is no significant progress in this area either, it

might be wise to extend the deadline for updating the data until the
end of the year, leaving enough time to achieve more significant

results and facilitate meaningful engagement.

2. Overview of existing open science and open access legislative in WB region

Title of the Action Overview of existing open science and open access legislative in WB
region

Responsible Person(s) SneZana Smederevac, Goran Stojanovi¢ (UNS), Dragana Radulovic
(UNIBL)

Objective - To provide a comprehensive overview of the existing strategies,
recommendations, policies, and incentives aiming at fostering open
science and open access in the territories covered by WBC-RRI.NET
project

- To have clear vision about the current legal framework in this area
in WB region and to create guidelines how to make progress in
establishing an adequate legal eco-system

Background e Open Science changes the way on how ownership of data, privacy,
copyright, responsibility in research is looked. Many of these changes
need to be reflected in legislation and research guidelines. That is
why clear legislation framework need to be developed and
researchers must be aware of this legislation.

e There is no document which gives a comprehensive overview in the
status of legal frame in the domain of open science and open access
in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia
and Serbia (based on the BEOPEN project results)

Plan of Action e To delegate 1-2 members of the WG3 to create report on the
existing institutional/national/regional legislatives related to the
open sciences and open access in the territories covered by WBC-
RRI.NET project (August 2023)

e To create above mentioned national reports (September 2023 —
October 2023)
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e To unite all national reports in one document related to the WB
region and providing short comparative assessment (November
2023)

e To have final version of the document and to upload it on the WBC-
RRI.NET project web site (December 2023)

e To promote this document and identified recommendations
(December 2023)

Expected outcomes e New report on the existing open science and open access legislative
in WB regio

e Importance of OS recognized by relevant stakeholders

e OS principles incorporated in legal documents (in countries that lack
with legislation frameworks)

Promoted use of scientific information

Other involved actors e WG3 members

e |Interested partners members of the WBC-RRI.NET consortium

e Web designer (IT expert)

e Persons/Administrators of the institutional open repositories at
WBCs

e Representative of the Ministry for Scientific-Technological
Development

e Higher Education and Information Society of RS

e Representative of the University of East Sarajevo

Activities and results so

far

3. Promoting the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) and networking

Title of the Action Promoting the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) and networking

Responsible Person(s) Haris Mubhic, Elke Dall (ZSl), other interested WBC RRI.NET project
_ representatives

Timeframe Starting January 2022, EOSC Task Force runs for 2 years (timeline TBD /
_ unknown at this point)

Objective EOSC has established several task forces and the project aims to
support those with input from the region, sharing relevant information
in the Balkans and promote the EOSC activities.

Key to the success of the EOSC is that the research community and is
making their data FAIR, and so it is reassuring that most of the
stakeholders felt that FAIR data is moving beyond implementation to

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
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adoption and even to becoming common practice. There are
substantial differences in both progress and awareness however,
among disciplines.

Strategies for team building and for task and responsibility sharing also
need to be included in a researcher’s education.

Background Open Science has a global impact, Young Academies have to start to
integrat global working group to exchange knowledge and best
practices.

More information about EOSC and related projects:
https://www.eosc.eu/

NI140S and EOSC Future are already active in the region

Plan of Action e Preparing and promoting a newsletter / info package with
EOSC information

e Participation in EOSC TF activities and informing about them,
promote upskilling models and trainings

e -Serie of online meetings for Young researchers, debate “pro
and contra” - different topics (semiannual), contribution to the
physical meeting in May/June and then regular online
meetings starting in summer 2022)

Expected outcomes e Coordination with EOSC

e Raise awareness and educate young researchers about Open
Science

e Better understanding of OS concept

Other involved actors Other WG members, EOSC, stakeholders who can contribute or benefit

from the action.

Activities and results so
far

4. Linking and liaising with cOalition S and specific promotion towards RFOs

Title of the Action Linking and liaising with cOalition S and specific promotion towards
research funding organisations (RFOs)

Responsible Person(s) Adam Brandstetter-Kunc, Antti Tahvanainen (ESF)

Timeframe Starting in 2022 and running until December 2023

Objective Networking and international exchange

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation

programme under grant agreement No. 101006279
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Background On 4 September 2018, a group of national research funding
organisations, with the support of the EC and the European Research
Council (ERC), announced the launch of cOAlition S, an initiative to
make full and immediate Open Access to research publications a
reality. It is built around Plan S, which consists of one target and 10
principles.

Plan of Action e Provide information, alignment and feedback about the
situation in Associated Countries / Western Balkans, share
information about situation in WB with the cOalition S and Plan
S

e Promote and raise awareness about Plan S in the region;
Promoting upskilling models in the WBC (promoting exchange
related to skills initiatives and training frameworks, inform
about good practices)

e Eventually provide linkages in relation to the development of
open access policies for RFOs

e Assist if needed in interpretation for implementing Plan S

Expected outcomes e RFOs in WBCs joining cOalition S
e RPOs and individual institutions in WBCs
endorsing/implementing Plan S

Other involved actors WG members, researchers, RPOs, RFOs.

Activities and results so cOalition S representative and RFO implementing Plan S presented

far their experience/approaches during the public event in Banja Luka 23
September 2022 where RFOs of Western Balkan countries were invited
to participate

Working group members disseminated the presentation and call to
action to RFOs to probe their interest.

5. Webinar series on Open science and Open Access

Title of the Action Webinar series on Open Science (OS) and Open Access (OA)

Responsible Person(s) Snezana Smederevac, Adam Brandstetter-Kunc, Ljupco Angelovski, Amela
Krta, Renata Petrevska Nechkoska

ctive Spreading awareness about open science and open access various target

groups e.g. young researchers and the public

Background Open Science has a global impact for both researchers and citizens alike.

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
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_ approaches of decision-makers that are advised by scientists.

It allows for transparency of research and helps in understanding

Plan of Action e Series of webinars on topics related to OS/OA to be organized.
Topics to be covered:

1. Open Sciecnce in the context of Bio-Med fields

2. Open Access funding — How to secure it?

3. Open Science and Open Access for the your social scientists (in
the frame of Evidence2Policy support programme

Expected outcomes e Increased awareness and education of researchers and public
about OS/OA

e Better understanding of OS concept

Other involved actors Other WG members, stakeholders who can contribute or benefit from the

action.

Y (V1T T N XM [N preparation for empowering researchers with the skills to leverage the
far UNS repository, we are in the process of organizing training sessions. This
initiative may entail adjustments to the roster of lecturers involved. The
focus remains on delivering high-quality training and equipping
researchers with the necessary tools for effective utilization of the UNS
repository.

6. Organization of high-level round table about status of Open Science and Open Access in WBCs

LeE

Title of the Action Organization of high-level round table about status of Open Science
and Open Access in WBCs

Responsible Person(s) Snezana Smederevac, Goran Stojanovic¢ (UNS)

Objective - To inform decision makers about the status of the Open Science and
Open Access in territories covered by WBC-RRI.NET project and to
raise their awareness

- To create the list of recommendations for further development of
this field and adjustment with rules and practices in EU

Background There is a need for decision makers in this domain to have comparative

benchmarking analysis and to have guidelines how to make progress in

Open Science and Open Access in accordance with requests regulated

in the Horizon Europe programme.

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreement No. 101006279
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*

*

Plan of Action e To organize event and to promote it (May - September 2022)

o To make minutes from this event with the list of
recommendations (October 2022)

e To organize follow-up presentation on Open Science Day in
Belgrade and promotion of results in other WBC (October
2022)

Expected outcomes e Increased awareness at the high-level target groups

e Minutes from the event

e The list of Recommendations for further development of this
area feeding into a policy brief

Other involved actors WG3 members, representatives of ministries, media.

Activities and results so This task has been completed. The Recommendations from the round

far table represent a framework for the further development of open
science in WBCs.

Call to Action

The working groups operates since the start of 2022 and aims to implement activities until 2024 and
beyond. It is open to new members who are invited to express their interest and suggest their own
initiatives via this form: https://survey3.zsi.at/index.php/112533?lang=en

We have established shared resources for Open Science in WBCs, where links to national and
institutional open science policies and institutional open science repositories can be find. The plan is to
expand the lists during 2023 with new policies and repositories, to become part of the common OA/OS
infrastructure for the WBCs. These lists are based on the preliminary data collected until July 1, 2022,
but the questionnaire is still available for all interested stakeholders at the WBC-RRI.Net website: Link
to the questionnaire

*
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