
Welcome and keep track of Responsible Research and Innovation in the Western Balkans!

Embedding RRI in Western Balkan Countries: Enhancement of
Self-Sustaining R&I Ecosystems

You are receiving this newsletter because you have expressed interest in receiving content related
to responsible research and innovation. Hence, we assure you that you have made the right
decision and you will benefit from our brief updates, relevant news and valuable information.

WBC-RRI.NET is a project funded by the EU Research and Innovation Framework Programme
Horizon 2020 that aims to embed Responsible Research and Innovation in Western Balkan
Countries. WBC-RRI.NET consists of 13 partners from 8 countries and addresses 4 region-level
and 1 country-level ecosystems: Autonomous Province of Vojvodina in Serbia, Republic of Srpska
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the City of Skopje in North Macedonia, Kune-Vain-Tale Lagoon in
Albania and the Country of Montenegro.

The RRI ‘anchor’ initiatives are specific interventions that  touch in-depth specific RRI keys  and
territorial features  in each WB territory. Discover our top regional  achievements until now and
contact us for any further information, suggestion or potential collaboration!

Anchor initiatives in five Western Balkan territories

Kune-Vain-Tale Lagoon, Albania

🗝️  Public Engagement (Open Science) & Governance
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Open dialogue and mutual learning meeting "Embedding RRI into the Green Agenda in Western

Balkans"

Next week, from October 11th to 13th, an extensive open dialogue and mutual learning initiative

titled "Embedding RRI into the Green Agenda in Western Balkans" will take place in Tirana. The

Co-PLAN Institute for Habitat Development and the Albanian Ministry of Tourism and

Environment, in collaboration with the POLIS University, are hosting this significant event that

promises to shape the future of the Western Balkans. 

Following the anchor initiative in the Kune-Vain-Tale ecosystem, which attempts to adopt and

implement new activities towards mitigation and adaptation to climate issues and resilience to

environmental disasters, this event could significantly help to face with the pressing

environmental concerns. The Western Balkans have recognized the urgency of environmental

sustainability and socio-economic innovation, and the Green Agenda in this area has become an

encompassing framework. This initiative holds immense promise, not only in driving

environmental conservation but also in nurturing green growth and resilience. The event

"Embedding RRI into the Green Agenda in Western Balkans" will bring together a diverse array of

stakeholders, ranging from academia to non-academic actors, and partners from the WBC-

RRI.NET network. Their collective focus will be on addressing common challenges related to

fostering innovation and responsible research, with the overarching goal of promoting

sustainability and climate resilience in the region. 

The event is expected to offer a platform for constructive discussions and collaborations that can

shape the destiny of the Western Balkans and contribute to global efforts for a greener future. We

are kindly inviting you to join us, whether in person or online.
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Autonomous Province of Vojvodina, Serbia

🗝️  Public Engagement & Open Access

SCIENCE AND BUSINESS DAYS 2023 - Innovation support and financing programs to encourage

cooperations between science and business
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In the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Serbia, under SCIENCE AND BUSINESS DAYS 2023 -

Innovation support and financing programs to encourage cooperation between science and

business (05.04.2023) – two our project members participated as panellists in the panel

"Innovation financing programs in SMEs - focus on European perspectives". Prof. Goran

Stojanović presented HORIZON EUROPE opportunities, while dr. Vesna Rašković Depalov

presented EEN opportunities for the innovative companies.

This one-day event gathered 77 attendees, out of which 29 female and 48 male, and 30

companies and 19 researchers. Relevant organisations from the Serbian innovation ecosystem

that also took part in this event are: Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Serbia, EIT

Manufacturing, EEN Serbia, EBRD, Innovation Fund, Republic of Serbia, Ministry of science,

Republic of Serbia, Development Agency of Serbia, Digital Serbia, Science and Technology Park

Belgrade, NALED, Serbia, and Foundation for the Advancement of Economics, Serbia. 

The audience, businesses and researchers, had an opportunity to hear about domestic and EU

supportive innovation programmes which can enhance establishing new business & research

opportunities between scientific and industry sectors.

Republic of Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina

🗝️  Ethics & Science Education & Open Access

Workshop entitled "Between innovation and ethics: Artificial intelligence in science and

education"

Workshop entitled "Between innovation and ethics: Artificial intelligence in science and education"

was held on June 28, 2023, at the University of Banja Luka, with the aim of providing an interactive

platform for scientists, educators and teachers to discuss the ethical implications of applying

artificial intelligence in the fields of science and education.

The workshop was attended by 45 participants. During the opening remarks, Milica Balaban, Vice-
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Rector for International and Interuniversity Cooperation of UNIBL, emphasized the importance and

relevance of the workshop's theme and the need to create a culture of responsible use of artificial

intelligence in the academic community and beyond.

The main highlights of the workshop are:

importance of respecting ethical principles in the use of artificial intelligence in education

and science, such as transparency, non-discrimination, societal well-being, responsibility,

privacy, and data management

the need for a systematic approach to the educational process

introducing topics about artigicial intelligence in primary school, in order to influence

students to use tools for their own and others' benefit

presenting the usefulness of artificial intelligence as a tool for increasing productivity.

Bearing in mind the rapid progress of artificial intelligence and integration into various sectors,

respecting the principles of responsibility and ethics, a second workshop dedicated to this topic is

planned in September.
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Workshop "Between innovation and ethics: Artificial intelligence in science and education", June 2023 .

Adoption of a new Regulation on Amendments to the Regulation allocation of incentives for

small and medium enterprises, including Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) principles

The Official Gazette of the Republic of Srpska has published the Regulation on Amendments to

the Regulation on the allocation of incentives for small and medium enterprises, including

Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) principles. This publication is the result of "anchor"

activities   through workshops and ongoing communication between the WBC-RRI.NET team in

Bosnia and Herzegovina (University of Banja Luka and HRTD Cluster) and representatives of the

Ministry of Economy and Entrepreneurship and the Chamber of Commerce of the Republic of

Srpska during the drafting of the regulation. 

These amendments to the Regulation demonstrate the inclusion of three RRI principles: Ethics,
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Gender Equality and STE(A)M Education. They aim to foster sustainable practices, promote

gender equality, and prioritize the development of a skilled workforce through practical education. 

Skopje Region, North Macedonia

🗝️  Science Education & Gender Equality

Teachers and parents' inclusion in STEM and gender balance initiatives

Through the WBC-RRI.NET anchor initiative, Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts (MASA)

and the National Center for the Development of Innovation and Entrepreneurial Learning (NCDIEL)

are trying  to face the "brain drain" in North Macedonia and  encourage much greater interest

among students for their involvement in science, responsible research and in the development of

innovations. 

For this purpose, a  quantitative survey was meticulously  developed to obtain firsthand

perspectives from the educators directly engaged in the student's process of learning. The target

group are  teachers and parents of children at any level of the educational system or recently

employed.

Some of the questions included in the survey are:

Whether there is interest and motivation among students, girls specifically, to study STEM

subjects, and how can their interest in these subjects be improved?

Whether there is a balance or barriers between the participation of girls and boys in STEM?

Do parents influence their children's decision to opt for STEM education and how do they

most often influence?

Should there be cooperation between teachers, students and parents in guiding students in

choosing their future profession and how this cooperation can be realised?

The survey is still on-going and the conclusions drawn from the data analysis will  serve as

guidance for motivating students in the respective directions, help in developing further activities

and the evolution of the current ones, as well as encourage  collaboration between students,
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parents and teachers in terms of following gender equality issues.

 

Country of Montenegro

🗝️  Public Engagement & Governance

Current situation and recommendations for the development of the Ulcinj Saltworks

Ulcinj Saltwork, located on the Montenegrin coast, as a historic salt-producing site has a

significant cultural and environmental value, as well as potential for economic development

through the exploration of research and innovation opportunities. 

In June 2023, Science and Technology Park of Montenegro together with ZON-a has organised a

meeting with representatives from the  Faculty of Science and Mathematics - Department of

Biology at University of Montenegro in order to discuss critical topics related to the preservation

and development of the Solana area from a biological perspective.

Project Overview: Nikša Bulatović, the representative of ZON-a, commenced the meeting by

providing an insightful overview of the project's progress to date and elucidating the principles of

responsible research.

Biology of the Solana Area: Professor Danka Caković, from the Faculty of Science and

Mathematics at the University of Montenegro, shed light on the current state of the Solana area

from a biological perspective. Notably, she highlighted concerns about habitat changes, invasive

plant species, and the vital role of saltwater in maintaining ecosystem balance.

The Salt Pan Ecosystem: The absence of saltwater replenishment has led to the emergence of

invasive species, necessitating immediate action. Danka emphasised the importance of ongoing

research, comprehensive soil analysis, and monitoring across seasons, particularly in autumn.

Educational Initiatives: Danka suggested engaging university students in field training during the

NGO CZIP's autumn research camp, fostering education and hands-on experience.

Challenges and Opportunities: Challenges such as livestock grazing, illegal bird poaching, and
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unregulated tourism were discussed. Suggestions included implementing better oversight for

visitors, involving local residents and pensioners as volunteers, and maintaining a careful balance

between salt production and ecosystem preservation.

Preservation and Development: The meeting underscored the need for a comprehensive

assessment of the habitat's protection level and an ideal production level that enhances rather

than disrupts the ecosystem. Additionally, protective measures for various activities within the

saltworks and a clear national ecological stance were emphasised.

In conclusion, these discussions have highlighted the delicate balance required to ensure the

preservation of the Solana area while considering its potential for sustainable development. They

look forward to continued collaboration and progress in this vital endeavour.

 

Meeting about the preservation and development od the Solana area form a biological perspective, June 2023

Would you like to delve deeper into the anchor activities?
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Discover more about the target territories and the anchor activities here. 

We are committed to promoting the six RRI keys, and we organise a variety of engaging events to

help spread awareness and facilitate discussion. Our WBC-RRI.NET team is open for

collaboration with anyone looking to expand their knowledge and get involved in promoting

responsible research and innovation.

Follow us!

Follow our activities through our website and social media channels. We will make sure to enrich

your knowledge with interesting content and inform you about RRI activities in accordance with

your preferences.

For any further information, do not hesitate to contact us info@wbc-rri.net

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation

programme under grant agreement No. 101006279

Disclaimer: The contents of this newsletter are the sole responsibility of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Union.
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