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Responsible Research and Innovation in the Western Balkans

HWBC-RRI.NET

Welcome and keep track of Responsible Research and Innovation in the Western Balkans!
Embedding RRI in Western Balkan Countries: Enhancement of
Self-Sustaining R&I Ecosystems

You are receiving this newsletter because you have expressed interest in receiving content related
to responsible research and innovation. Hence, we assure you that you have made the right
decision and you will benefit from our brief updates, relevant news and valuable information.

WBC-RRI.NET is a project funded by the EU Research and Innovation Framework Programme
Horizon 2020 that aims to embed Responsible Research and Innovation in Western Balkan
Countries. WBC-RRI.NET consists of 13 partners from 8 countries and addresses 4 region-level

and 1 country-level ecosystems: Autonomous Province of Vojvodina in Serbia, Republic of Srpska
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the City of Skopje in North Macedonia, Kune-Vain-Tale Lagoon in
Albania and the Country of Montenegro.

In this edition, we delve into the primary focus on Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI)
activities across five Western Balkan territories, particulary on their current and expected future
impact. The RRI ‘anchor’ initiatives are specific interventions that touch in-depth specific RRI
keys and territorial features in each WB territory. Discover our top regional achievements and
contact us for any further information, suggestion or potential collaboration!

Main RRI focus in five Western Balkan territories

Kune-Vain-Tale Lagoon, Albania
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The primary focus in Kune-Vain-Tale Lagoon has revolved around two key aspects:

Science Education with efforts on educating local communities on the impact of
their anthropocentric interventions in the habitat, as well as on piloting an Ecosystem Service
assessment as an evidence-based tool.

Public Engagement by fostering a collaborative governance of the lagoon through empowering

the RAPA.

Current impact of the activities - key achievements and challenges:

e First ecosystem service assessment implemented for a protected areg;

e 200+ local stakeholders gained knowledge on the climate and anthropocentric challenges
faced by the ecosystem they live in;

e An open knowledge platform designed and managed by RAPA;

e C(Citizen science promoted in governance and academic milieus;

e Challenge addressed: difficulty in gaining trust by local communities, when synergizing
with national governance institutions;

¢ Challenge addressed: improved science communication with local households.

Expected future impact of the activities:

e The new management plan of Kune-Vaini designed based on WBC-RRI.net results;

¢ Similar citizen science methodologies to be applied in similar contexts (Prespa lake);

e Furthered collaboration between CSO-s, governance institutions and HEI-s in issues
pertaining to environmental / climate resilience;

e Support the Kune Vaini lagoon by implementing further ES assessments in the mid-term
period;

e More open, transparent and collaborative governance institutions
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Autonomous Province of Vojvodina, Serbia

£ Public Engagement & Open Access

The primary focus in Vojvodina has revolved around two key aspects:

Public Engagement by informing citizens on the benefits of ICT, reducing the digital gap, and
enhancing gender equality in the ICT sector.

Open Access by improving open access to research results and effective operationalization of the

open repository in the University of Novi Sad.

Current impact of the activities - key achievements and challenges:
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e Improved industry-academia cooperation through learning from each other or through joint
project proposals;

e C(Citizen science project promoted and implemented in Vojvodina;

e Organized IT retraining courses for improving women's skills;

e Promotion of successful women in Vojvodina.

Expected future impact of the activities:

¢ Increased open repository visits, as well as increased number of downloads/views of
uploaded publications;

e Training programs will be organized regularly particularly focused on vulnerable groups or
unemployed females;

e New proposal submitted and projects approved for funding in the consortiums where
representative of QH are included;

¢ RRI association works in full operational capacities.
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Republic of Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina

£ Ethics & Science Education & Open Access

The primary focus in Republic of Srpska has revolved around three key aspects:

Ethics by full implementation of ethics rules and procedures missing.

Science Education addressing limited science education activities in secondary schools with lack
of diversity.

Open Science by tackling the need for improving the open access (tangible and intangible).

Current impact of the activities - key achievements and challenges

e Explored ethics practices at University Of Banja Luka and established CoP on Academic
Integrity;

e Improving STEM education (implementing and creating Ideathon and Handbook) with
some challenges;

e Upgraded open access repository at University Of Banja Luka;
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Expected future impact of the activities

e Continued work on promoting open science (events and training activities, upgrading of
institutional repositories including the development of e-library service);

e Continued work on embedding ethics in institutional culture and practices through
activities of the University of Banja Luka Academic Integrity Community of Practice;

e Engaging private sector into the RRI inspired activities and fostering the university-industry
collaboration based on RRI principles;

e Further support the relevant policy-making bodies in embedding RRI in policies and

processes, as well as in grant schemes.
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25 Science Education & Gender Equality

The primary focus in the Skopje Region has revolved around two key aspects:
Science Education by overcoming digital skills gap and raising awareness of STEM/STE(A)M.
Gender Equality with efforts for bringing women and students from all societal groups closer to

STE(A)M activities.

Current impact of the activities - key achievements and challenges:

¢ Increasing awareness regarding the need for science education and women in STEM, at
networking events and engagement with quadruple helix actors for national/regional
strategies development;

e Workshops, competitions and trainings discussing the benefits of STE(A)M disciplines
inclusion in secondary and higher education;

e Survey exploring students, teachers and parents’ perceptions of science education and
gender equality in the Macedonian education system;

e Capacity building activities and discussions to bring female students closer to ICT, and
highlight the role of educators in raising awareness and motivating female representation
in STEM careers;

e Motivating actors to take an active participation - as currently there is a great interest by

students and scientific community, but lower by governmental institutions.

Expected future impact of the activities:

e Collaboration between quadruple helix actors as a foundation for synergy with broader
developmental goals and regional progress;
e Evidence-based approach ensures impactful initiatives adapted to the community’s needs

and perceptions;
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Country of Montenegro

£° Public Engagement & Governance

The primary focus in Montenegro has revolved around two key aspects:
Public Engagement by engaging the citizens and the scientific community and by creation of the
public engagement plan.

Governance by creating of a common RRI and S3 implementation network.

Current impact of the activities - key achievements and challenges:

e Development of a threefold public engagement plan;
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e Main challenge - the time frame.

Expected future impact of the activities:

Continuing in promotion of the open dialogue;

Finding a long-term sustainable solution;

Public engagement;

Some of next steps: better touristic valorization; environmental concept sustainability

promotion; new added value.

Would you like to delve deeper into the anchor activities?


http://eepurl.com/hLLRav
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=b14dc688b7040c754d7a99b4e&id=feffc7d0db
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=b14dc688b7040c754d7a99b4e&id=feffc7d0db
javascript:;

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate ¥

B I T B L T R R LR T IR TR

help spread awareness and facilitate discussion. Our WBC-RRILNET team is open for
collaboration with anyone looking to expand their knowledge and get involved in promoting

responsible research and innovation.

Follow us!

Follow our activities through our website and social media channels. We will make sure to enrich
your knowledge with interesting content and inform you about RRI activities in accordance with

your preferences.

For any further information, do not hesitate to contact us info@wbc-rri.net

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation

programme under grant agreement No. 101006279

Disclaimer: The contents of this newsletter are the sole responsibility of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Union.

S Funded by
the European Union

Lcorian \//
B e it zeNa  \

RSS


https://wbc-rri.net/tag/territories-activities/
mailto:info@wbc-rri.net
http://eepurl.com/hLLRav
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=b14dc688b7040c754d7a99b4e&id=feffc7d0db
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=b14dc688b7040c754d7a99b4e&id=feffc7d0db
javascript:;

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥ RSS

This email was sent to <<Email Address>>

why did | get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences
WBC-RRI.NET - Skopje - Skopje 1000 - Macedonia

2 INTUIT
mailchimp



https://www.facebook.com/wbcrri.net
https://www.facebook.com/wbcrri.net
https://twitter.com/wbc_rri
https://twitter.com/wbc_rri
https://www.linkedin.com/company/responsible-research-and-innovation-in-the-western-balkans/about/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/responsible-research-and-innovation-in-the-western-balkans/about/
http://wbc-rri.net/
http://wbc-rri.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXvWMvfjVDuxuKtU1u4vqUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXvWMvfjVDuxuKtU1u4vqUw
mailto:%3C%3CEmail%20Address%3E%3E
https://wbc-rri.us5.list-manage.com/about?u=b14dc688b7040c754d7a99b4e&id=feffc7d0db&e=[UNIQID]&c=ae3a10618d
https://wbc-rri.us5.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=b14dc688b7040c754d7a99b4e&id=feffc7d0db&t=b&e=[UNIQID]&c=ae3a10618d
https://wbc-rri.us5.list-manage.com/profile?u=b14dc688b7040c754d7a99b4e&id=feffc7d0db&e=[UNIQID]&c=ae3a10618d
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=b14dc688b7040c754d7a99b4e&afl=1
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=b14dc688b7040c754d7a99b4e&afl=1
http://eepurl.com/hLLRav
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=b14dc688b7040c754d7a99b4e&id=feffc7d0db
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=b14dc688b7040c754d7a99b4e&id=feffc7d0db
javascript:;

