
Welcome and keep track of Responsible Research and Innovation in the Western Balkans!

Embedding RRI in Western Balkan Countries: Enhancement of
Self-Sustaining R&I Ecosystems

You are receiving this newsletter because you have expressed interest in receiving content related
to responsible research and innovation. Hence, we assure you that you have made the right
decision and you will bene;t from our brief updates, relevant news and valuable information.

Responsible research and innovation (RRI) is an approach that anticipates and assesses potential
implications and societal expectations with regard to research and innovation, with the aim to
foster the design of inclusive and sustainable research and innovation.

WBC-RRI.NET is a project funded by the EU Research and Innovation Framework Programme
Horizon 2020 that aims to embed Responsible Research and Innovation in Western Balkan
Countries. WBC-RRI.NET consists of 13 partners from 8 countries and addresses 4 region-level
and 1 country-level ecosystems: Autonomous Province of Vojvodina in Serbia, Republic of Srpska
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the City of Skopje in North Macedonia, Kune-Vain-Tale Lagoon in
Albania and the Country of Montenegro.

Stay with us to be informed about the core of our project, in particular the six RRI keys: Public
Engagement, Gender Equality, Science Education, Open Access, Ethics and Governance.

Learn more about our activities in the respective target regions here.

Explore our latest activities and results 

Design of RRI 'anchor' initiatives in Dve Western Balkan territories

In order to identify what kind of RRI-driven initiatives are needed in project’s target territories and

how these can be implemented, various stakeholders from all Quadruple Helix groups were

involved in the re`ection and participatory co-design of so-called ‘anchor’ initiatives. The co-

design has been realized through three different but complementary to each other tasks, as

following:

1. Options and scenarios for institutional changes

Developing a set of future scenarios while re`ecting on the desired RRI-driven institutional

and territorial transformation until 2024.

2. ReFection and participatory co-design of the RRI 'anchor' initiatives

Organising a series of open regional workshops to foster an exchange of experiences

among the various actors of the same territory and a genuine participatory and co-design

process.

3. Peer-review of the RRI 'anchor' initiatives

Conducting a review process of the completed ‘anchor’ initiatives by consortium members

and members of the External Advisory Board (EAB). 

Related links:

Re`ection and Co-design of RRI ‘anchor’ initiatives in Western Balkan territories

Co-design of anchor initiatives: form needs to vision

Event review: 1st co-design workshop in Kune-Vain-Tale Lagoon

Event review: 2nd co-design workshop in Kune-Vain-Tale Lagoon

Event review: 1st co-design workshop in Republic of Srpska

Event review: 2nd co-design workshop in Republic of Srpska

Event review: 1st co-design workshop in Montenegro

Event review: 2nd co-design workshop in Montenegro

Event review: 1st co-design workshop in Skopje planning region

Event review: 2nd co-design workshop in Skopje planning region

Event review: 1st co-design workshop in Province of Vojvodina

Event review: 2nd co-design workshop in Province of Vojvodina

WBC-RRI.NET Policy brief

The series of mapping exercises and co-creation procedures provided the consortium with new

experiences, insights, and lessons learned leading to recommendations for the quadruple helix in

the region addressing stakeholders in government, research and academia, the private sector and

civil society, all covered in our initial policy brief ”Co-creating Responsible Research and

Innovation activities: Experiences from the Western Balkans”.

Cross-territory working groups

The WBC-RRI.NET working groups (WG), established with the aim to de;ne and implement

activities that address the six fundamental pillars of RRI, play a key role in initiating inter and intra-

regional quadruple helix dialogues on the role of RRI in enhancing territorial Research and

Innovation ecosystems in the Western Balkans. 

The establishment of a committed network, which will have the ability to potentiate the principles

of RRI in the Western Balkan region through various activities, is considered signi;cantly

important. Therefore, if you are willing to contribute or join some of the following cross-territory

working groups, click here to ;ll out our WG survey.

WG1: Gender and Ethics

WG2: Science education and public engagement

WG3: Open access and open science

Related links: 

Establishing WBC-RRI.NET working groups: You are invited to join!

First face-to-face Working Group meetings and current situation in the Western Balkan

Update on the activities of the Working Group 1 Gender and Ethics

Update on the activities of the Working Group 2 Public Engagement and Science Education

Update on the activities of the Working Group 3 Open Access and Open Science

From and for the Western Balkans

Collection of Good Practices in RRI

There are already vast experiences in the Western Balkan Countries related to Responsible

Research and Innovation which undoubtedly deserve to be spread and highlighted. For that

purpose, WBC-RRI.NET has launched a continuous Call for Submission of Good Practices in RRI,

from and for the Western Balkans.

Explore our collection, learn and replicate the good practices!

https://wbc-rri.net/collection-of-good-practices-in-rri/ 

Submit your own good practice here!

Collection of Gender Equality Plans

We noticed that the WB region does quite well on some of the gender dimensions in Research and

Innovation. The WBC-RRI.NET team has been preparing an overview of GEPs produced so far by

organisations in the region.

Explore our collection, gather information and inspire yourself to develop a GEP for your

organisation!

https://wbc-rri.net/gender-equality-plans-in-the-western-balkans/ 

Have we missed the GEP of your organisation in the region? Get in touch with us via wbc-

rri@zsi.at and enrich our collection!

WBC-RRI.NET Gender Equality podcasts

The WBC-RRI.NET team and members from the WG1: Gender and Ethics are bringing the

responsible research challenges and solutions closer to you by podcasts. Do not miss to check

out our podcasts and to subscribe to our YouTube channel in order to be updated about the new

ones.

Podcast #1 with Andjela Pepic | Gender Equality Plan: a tool for bringing institutional changes

Podcast #2 with Dragan Stoiljkovic | Integrating gender dimension for more inclusive research and

innovation

Key events

Responsible Research and Innovation - a requirement for excellence in research

Date: 07.04.2022

Location: Novi Sad, Serbia and online

At the ;rst hybrid event the participants had a chance to meet each other at the University in Novi

Sad, but also to follow the sessions through ZOOM platform. The event focused on RRI concepts

and identi;ed situation in the Western Balkans on RRI perspectives, as well as the ethics issues in

research and ethics governance systems for RRI in Higher Education and Research Performing

Organisations.

Key take-away points from the event are available in the Event review: Responsible Research and

Innovation – a requirement for excellence in research.

Open Science and Open Access event in Banja Luka

Date: 22.09.2022

Location: Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina and online

The University of Banja Luka with support from all WBC-RRI.NET partners organised a hybrid

event for Open Science and Open Access that took place online and in Banja Luka. The event

focused on issues of open science (OS) and open access (OA), with particular insight into the

existing national and regional initiatives, as well as the practice of OS/OA in Bosnia and

Herzegovina and in the region. 

Key take-away points from the event are available in the Event review: Open Science and Open

Access event.

ESOF2022

Date: 13.07.2022 – 16.07.2022

Location: Onsite in Leiden, the Netherlands, and online

The EuroScience Open Forum (ESOF) is a biennial meeting designed to offer a platform for

interdisciplinary and intersectional debate about scienti;c culture, scienti;c research and

innovation, for and with society to the scienti;c community. WBC-RRI.NET organised a session

introducing a series of regional RRI good practices and moderated a discussion with Sinisa

Marcic, Regional Cooperation Council; Goran Stojanovic, University of Novi Sad; Ingeborg Meijer,

CWTS, Leiden University and Esteban Pelayo, Alicante Science Park, moderated by Adam

Brandstetter-kunc from the European Science Foundation.

Key take-away points from the session are available at WBC-RRI.NET took part in ESOF2022.

Related links:

Rudina Toto: The International PhD Program "Double Degree", POLIS University & University of

Ferrara

Biljana Kosanovic: UVIDOK - Prevention and Support Service for PhD

Jana Prodanova: STEM it like a girl & Ohrid Hi-Tech Excellence Camp

Velibor Boskovic: Responsible Research and Innovation in Montenegro during COVID-19

Pandemic

Selka Sadikovic: STAR twin study | Emotional reactions during COVID-19 lockdown

Andjela Pepic: Gender Equality Plan at the University of Banja Luka

Milan Solaja: EDP process during the development of the Serbian Smart Specialisation Strategy

Katarina Kreceva: A challenge for young researchers

ESOF2022 after movie

Open Science Days IV

Date: 03.11.2022 - 04.11.2022

Location: Belgrade, Serbia

University of Belgrade organized Open Science Days IV with the aim of informing the local

research community about Open Science principles and current international activities in this

area. Our project members took part in the WBC-RRI Roundtable on November 3 by sharing

regional experiences.

OpenSciComm 2022

Date: 24.11.2022 - 25.11.2022

Location: Belgrade, Serbia

The Open Science Communication Conference (OpenSciComm 2022) will take place in Belgrade,

Serbia on the 24th and 25th of November, with the main goal of presentation of recent, novel and

inspirational practices, exchange of ideas and approaches, as well as international networking.

The conference will connect complex research concepts and topics with the concepts that are

familiar to the public such as climate change, arti;cial intelligence, advanced technologies, etc.

Read in more detail about the conference here.

Last, but not least! Western Balkans Info Hub & WBC-RRI.NET

The partnership with Western Balkans Info Hub has enabled key activities from WBC-RRI.NET to

be featured in the second issue of the WB Info Hub newsletter. 

The Western Balkans Information Hub acts as a source of high-quality targeted information on

research, technology and innovation but also education, culture, youth and sports in, with and for

the Western Balkans. It is supported by the project POLICY ANSWERS, funded under the Horizon

Europe programme - Grant Agreement no. 10105887, and coordinated by the Centre for Social

Innovation (ZSI).

Related links: 

Second edition of the Western Balkans Info Hub newsletter 

Enhancing R&I ecosystems in the Western Balkans through RRI. Aligning technological Innovation

with Social Values

Interview with the WBC-RRI.NET coordinator - Goran Stojanovic, University of Novi Sad

Interview on the WBC-RRI.NET mapping of the RRI landscape in the Western Balkans

 

Follow our activities through our website and social media channels. We will make sure to enrich

your knowledge with interesting content and inform you about RRI activities in accordance with

your preferences.

For any further information, do not hesitate to contact us info@wbc-rri.net

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation

programme under grant agreement No. 101006279

Disclaimer: The contents of this newsletter are the sole responsibility of the authors and do not
necessarily re`ect the opinion of the European Union.
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