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Practical Guide for Participants 
Public event “Open Science and Open Access” + WG1 and WG3 meeting  

Date: September 22, 2022 

Venue: University of Banja Luka, Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 

1.1 What our country has to offer? 
 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, known as „the heart-shaped land“, is 

located in the central part of the Balkan Peninsula. In the north, 

west and southeast, Bosnia and Herzegovina borders with Croatia 

and Serbia and in the south with Montenegro. Bosnia and 

Herzegovina has an exit to the Adriatic Sea of app. 20 km of 

coastline with Neum city, popular tourist destination. Bosnia and 

Herzegovina is a country with rich historical and cultural heritage, 

beautiful nature and an oldest rainforest in Europe – Perućica.   

Rafting on Vrbas or Una river, climbing to the Maglić mountain, 

cable car ride with a beautiful view of Sarajevo, skiing on Jahorina 

mountain or vacation on the Pannonian lakes in the heart of Tuzla 

(the only city with salt lakes in Europe) is only part of the many 

reasons to visit Bosnia and Herzegovina.  
 

 

The national currency of Bosnia and Herzegovina is Convertible Mark (KM). The international abbreviation 

for the Convertible Mark is BAM and the exchange rate is fixed at 1 EUR = 1,95583 BAM.  

 

Banja Luka is a modern European city and an important centre in the region. According to Census data 

from 2013, Banja Luka with its wider area has 185,042 inhabitants. Called the city of youth and sports, 

Banja Luka offers its visitors and residents alike enjoyment in water sports such as kayaking, rafting and 

sport fishing on the Vrbas River. Crossing the river is also the characteristic ‘dajak’ boat, and the city 

boasts unique infrastructure that enables night rafting thanks to the illuminated rafting route. This year, 

Banja Luka was one of the hosts of World Rafting Championship 2022.  

 

 

  

 

 

            image source: 

www.bosna-i-hercegovina.eu 

https://www.tourismbih.com/location/neum/
https://www.adventurebih.com/tour/perucica-rainforest/
https://www.banjaluka-tourism.com/index.php/en/what-to-do-en/adventure/dayak
https://www.banjaluka-tourism.com/index.php/en/what-to-do-en/adventure/dayak
http://www.bosna-i-hercegovina.eu/down/Flyer_2016_Bos.pdf
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Fortress Kastel is the oldest historical monument in the 

Banja Luka city. The fortress is surrounded by thick stone 

walls on all sides, and in its inner part, apart from the 

summer stage, playground for children and national 

restaurant, there is the Institute for protection of cultural 

and natural heritage of the Republic of Srpska that works 

from 1976. 

 

 

 

Western and Eastern civilisations meet in Banja Luka with various religious communities and their 

temples. Of particular interest are the Serbian Orthodox Church of Christ the Saviour, the Ferhat Pasha 

Mosque and St. Bonaventure Catholic Cathedral which are located along the same street and this is a 

reflection of good coexistence and respect. 

 

The cultural offer in Banja Luka is second to none, with the cultural centre Banski dvor, the National and 

Children’s Theatre of Republic of Srpska, the Museum of Republic of Srpska, the Museum of 

Contemporary Art of RS, and many galleries that organise several cultural events throughout the year. 

Banja Luka has a rich nightlife and is known for its many nightclubs, as well as a large number of music 

festivals filling the calendar every year. 

 

At the University of Banja Luka there are currently around 15 000 students. Most faculties of the 

University of Banja Luka are placed in two university campuses, situated near the banks of the Vrbas 

River, near the city centre. With botanical garden and wide green areas, since 2012, the University 

campus is declared as a protected area listed as IUCN Category VI. 

 

 
 

 

The event will take place at the campus located at University City, vojvode Petra Bojovića 1A Boulevard, 

Banja Luka. There are  free parking lots inside the campus, on several locations.  

photo credits: Aleksandar Cavic 

Photo by Aleksandar Cavic 

image source: www.unibl.org 

https://goo.gl/maps/VwhZPZg1fNpxyWBM6
file:///C:/Users/User/Desktop/www.unibl.org
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Useful websites: 

Explore Bosnia and Herzegovina tourist offer  and Republic of Srpska tourist offer 

What to see in Banja Luka in one day? 

Feminist tour on famous women in Banja Luka 

 

1.2. How to reach Banja Luka 

1.2.1. Air traffic 

Airports in Bosnia and Herzegovina: 
 
Sarajevo International Airport, Kurta Schorka 36, 71210 Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, main Bosnian 
Airport with numerous flights to various destinations – Belgrade, Zagreb, Fankfurt am Main, Vienna, etc.   

Tuzla International Airport, Gornje Dubrave b.b., 75270 Živinice Bosnia and Herzegovina – airport that has 
connection flights to variety of European destinations: Berlin, Gothenburg, Memmingen, Vaxjo. 

Banja Luka International Airport, “Aerodromi Republike Srpske” – Zmaj Jovina 18, 78 000 Banja Luka, 
Republika Srpska. Flights from/to Belgrade, Berlin, Memmingen, Brussels Charleroi. 

 

1.2.2. Road traffic  

International Transportation: Centrotrans is a member Eurolines and operates a network of buses to 
many European destinations: Amsterdam, Antwerp, Berlin, Dortmund, Dubrovnik (daily), Hamburg, 
Ljubljana, Makarska (daily), Monaco, Munich (daily ), Pula, Rotterdam, Stuttgart, Split (daily), Vienna 
(daily) and Zagreb (daily). 

Centrotrans/Eurolines and several smaller bus companies, such as Smiljic Company, also have a reliable 
network of bus routes to many places throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina. The capital, Sarajevo, is the 
nodal point for all Bosnia and Herzegovina’s main communications routes, which go west to Banja Luka, 
and then to Zagreb, capital of Croatia; north to Doboj, and then to Osijek in Croatia; east to Zvornik, and 
then to Belgrade in Serbia; south to Mostar, and then the Adriatic Sea; and southeast to Foča, and then to 
Podgorica, Montenegro. 

 

 

 

 

https://tobosnia.com/
http://turizamrs.org/en/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOPHXq8d8J8
file:///C:/Users/User/Desktop/:%20https:/hcabl.org/projekti/tekuci-projekti/ozivimo-javne-prostore/feministicka-tura/
http://www.sarajevo-airport.ba/
http://www.mostar-airport.ba/
http://www.banjaluka-airport.com/
http://www.centrotrans.com/
https://smiljiccompany.com/
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1.2.3. Driving in BIH  

You must have a valid international driving license with your image and signature to drive in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Driving with dipped headlamps is required at all times in Bosnia and Herzegovina and not 
just after dark. Traffic laws and regulations in Bosnia and Herzegovina are similar to those of other 
western European countries.  

 

Roadside assistance phones: 

in Federation of BIH (+387 33) 1282 BIHAMK 

in Republic of Srpska (+387 51) 1285 AMSRS 

 

 

1.3. Covid-19 Information 

As of May 26, 2022, BiH authorities have removed entry restrictions related to COVID-19. The BiH Border 

Police website has information on entry to the country or contact them directly by calling their 

Operations Center at +387 33 755 300. 

Is a negative COVID-19 test (PCR and/or serology) required for entry? No.  

Are health screening procedures in place at airports and other ports of entry? No 

 

1.4. Stay in Banja Luka  

1.4.1 Accommodation 

Recommended accommodation in Banja Luka 

Hotel Tanja 

 

Single bed with breakf. 32 EUR 

Double bed with breakf. 49 EUR 

Distance from UNIBL  Across the street 

Hotel Cezar Double bed with breakf. 44 EUR 

Distance from UNIBL  28 min. walk 

Hotel Bosna 

 

Double bed with breakf 52 EUR 

Distance from UNIBL  28 min. walk 

Hotel Jelena Double bed with breakf 57 EUR 

Distance from UNIBL  34 min. walk 

Hotel Palas Double bed with breakf 47 EUR 

Distance from UNIBL  30 min. walk 

Courtyard by Mariott Banja Luka 

 

Double bed with breakf 90 EUR 

Distance from UNIBL 25 min. walk 

Prices of the accommodation are from end of June/ beginning of July, therefore might be changed in August/September.  

http://bihamk.ba/
http://www.ams-rs.com/
https://granpol.gov.ba/
https://granpol.gov.ba/
http://www.hotel-tanja.com/index.html
https://hotel-cezar.com/en/accommodation
http://hotelbosna.com/
https://www.hotel-jelenabl.com/sbh/
https://zepterhotelpalace.com/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/bnxcy-courtyard-banja-luka/overview/
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1.4.2 Transportation  

Taxi services Banja Luka 

 

RADIO BEL TAXI 

Call: 1550 

Viber: +387 65 155 000 

Start 2 BAM 

Driving per kilometre 1,5 BAM 

Waiting/hour  15 BAM 

MAXI TAXI 

Call: 1551 

Phone: +387 51 322 630 

Start 2 BAM 

Driving per kilometre 1,5 BAM 

Waiting/hour  15 BAM 

BANJALUČKI TAXI 

Call: 1544 

Phone: +387 51 232 310 

Start 2 BAM 

Driving per kilometre 1,5 BAM 

Waiting/hour  15 BAM 

PATROL TAXI 

Call: 1533 

Phone: +387 51 229 500 

Start 1,90 BAM 

Driving per kilometre 1,20 BAM 

Waiting/hour  20 BAM 

BIG TAXI 

Call: 1511 

Phone: +387 51 217 700 

Start 2 BAM 

Driving per kilometre 1,5 BAM 

Waiting/hour  15 BAM 

Prices of the taxi services are from end of June/ beginning of July, therefore might be changed in August/September.  

 

Bus lines Banja Luka 

If you take a bus line to campus, the name of station where you should exit is Dvorana Borik.  

 

Rent a Bicycle  - BL bike 

BL bike offers a bicycle rental service at several locations in the city. If  you want to avoid the traffic jam 

and get around the city in a short time, cycling is the best option. 

https://www.banjaluka.rs.ba/gradjani/saobracaj/javni-prevoz/red-voznje-gradskog-prevoza/
https://www.nextbike.ba/sr/banjaluka/

